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or corrupt intelligence, let us admit that they were cau-
tious where there was no danger, and neglected some op-
portunities, which, if they had received better information,
they might have improved to the advantage and security
of the nation. What have they done, even under all these
disadvantageous suppositions, but followed the lights which
they judged most clear, and by which they hoped to be
conducted to honour and to safety?

Policy, my lords, is very different from prescience ; the
utmost that' can be attained is probability, and that, for the
most part, in a low degree.  It is observed, that no man is
wise but as you take into consideration the weakness of
another; a maxim more eminently true of political wisdom,
which consists, very often, only in discovering designs
which could never be known but by the folly or treachery
of those to whom they are trusted.   If our enemies were
wise enough to keep their own secrets, neither our minis-
ters nor our patriots would be able to know or prevent
their designs, nor would it be any reproach to their saga-
city, that they did not know what nobody would tell them.
If therefore, my lords, the princes, whose interest is con-
trary to our own, have been at any time served by honest
and wise men, there was a time when our ministers could
act only by conjecture, and might be mistaken without a
crime.

If it was always in our power to penetrate into the in-
tentions of our enemies, they must necessarily have the
same means of making themselves acquainted with, our
projects, and yet when any of them are discovered we
think it just to impute it to the negligence of the minister.
Thus, my lords, every man is inclined to judge with pre-
judice and partiality. When we suffer by the prudence of
our enemies, we charge our ministers with want of vigi-
lance, without considering, that very often nothing is ne-
cessary to elude the most penetrating sagacity, but obsti-
nate silence.

If we inquire into the transactions of past times, shall
we find any man, however renowned for his abilities, not
sometimes imposed upon by falsehoods, and sometimes be-